have noticed these morbid products chiefly to remark on their rarity; the latter have alluded to them chiefly as for the most part beyond the power of art to remove. Yet there is little doubt that these growths are by no means uncommon, and recent experience is teaching us that surgical treatment may often greatly palliate, and sometimes successfully extirpate, the disease. It must be admitted that these cases are almost invariably somewhat difficult to identify, especially in an early stage."
These sentences were written in 1884 by Sir Henry Thompson, the surgeon in Great Britain who probably has had the greatest experience of bladder surgery in all its varied forms. A year or two previously, in 1880, he had introduced his method of perineal cystotomy (boutonni&re perineale) for diagnostic purposes, a method previously advocated by Volkmann. In 
